AMERICAN ACNE & ROSACEA SOCIETY 
SETS NEW INITIATIVES AND ELECTS NEW OFFICERS

May 2007 – The American Acne and Rosacea Society (AARS), a group dedicated to furthering education and research, has set forth several new initiatives coupled with the election of new officers. Hilary Baldwin, MD, now serves as the new president of the AARS. She succeeds the immediate past president, Guy Webster, MD, Ph.D, who was the first elected president of the two year-old society. James Del Rosso, DO was elected to serve as President-Elect, and Lee Zane MD, is Secretary-Treasurer of the society. 

AARS, a not-for-profit organization, was formed to aid in the promotion, support and development of a forum for the exchange of scientific ideas, as well as to promote education and research in acne and rosacea. The ultimate goal is to improve the care of patients with these skin diseases. 

Dr. Baldwin is a member of the faculty at the State University of New York at Brooklyn where she is currently an Associate Professor and the Vice Chair of the Department of Dermatology. Since joining the faculty she has developed interests in acne and keloid scarring and has published and lectured extensively on these topics, as well as many others throughout dermatology. 

“I am honored to assume this position,” said Dr. Baldwin, “as I believe that acne and rosacea need to become much better understood and treated. The fact that much of the general public continues to believe that acne is a condition to be endured until ‘you outgrow it,’ and rosacea is simply of problem of your face looking red, does not help advance understanding or treatment of these extremely visible skin conditions. Acne and rosacea are not only physically scarring, but emotionally scarring as well and there is a lot that can be done therapeutically to make people suffering with these diseases feel and look better. You really can’t tell a 40 year old woman with cystic acne that she’ll outgrow it. And, since it is estimated that at least 17% of Americans over 21 have acne, this is a serious issue.” 

At its most recent meeting, the AARS has developed both research grants and mentorship grants related to acne and rosacea. In addition, a web site has been developed which can be accessed for further information about the activities of the AARS including membership criteria (www.acnesociety.org). The society has other activities in progress related to public relations and other support services for its membership. 

For more information about the AARS contact Cindy Froehlich, Executive Director, at info@acnesociety.org.
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